" I remarked/' he says," first that the eye, which still remained everted, could be easily pushed inwards. To this the external straight muscle offered not the least resistance, although during life when the sound eye was closed, the patient could turn the eye from without inwards no farther than to the middle of the orbit.
The dissection of the muscles which I present to the Academy demonstrates that the external rectus is in a state of complete relaxation, and that its length is sensibly the same as that of the other straight muscles, so that the eye can be easily moved in all directions. Nor is the texture of the external rectus altered in any way."
M. Bouvier's reflections on this case are so just, that we do not hesitate to quote them at length:
"If, as may be supposed, the disposition which existed in this case is general, it would follow that strabismus would not be owing, like club-foot, to a permanent muscular contraction. It would depend solely on the physiological action of, or a habit of contraction in certain muscles, an opinion which is confirmed by the instantaneous return of the eye to its proper situation and movements, in most cases, as soon as the sound eye is covered. From this it would result that, although it was the success of tenotomy in the contractions of limbs which led M. Stromeyer to propose, and Dieffenbach to perform the section of muscles of the eye in strabismus, there is no analogy in the two cases, since the effect of the operation in strabismus would not consist simply in the destruction of a physical resistance but rather in the modification of a physiological action, and in the establishment of harmony in the muscular contraction of the right and left sides. Such would be the condition of the success of the operation, if this be confirmed by time." (Bull, de l'Acad. de Med.)
The " When the external rectus is cut across, we do not find the eye instantly start into its proper position, as it does when the internal muscle is divided. The pupil goes more gradually to the axis of the orbit, as if it were not drawn there by an active force, but went there because the restraining power no longer opposed the movement. It requires, indeed, several days in some instances before it is reinstated. After the operation, moreover, the capability of moving the eyes towards the nasal canthus by an effort of the will remains precisely the same as before. Nothing has been gained in this respect; the patient has not acquired the power of directing both eyes inwards simultaneously; in fact, all the apparent advantage obtained is that, when quiescent, the pupils of both eyes occupy the visual axis of their respective orbits, instead of only one doing so, while the other is directed outwards." (Duffin, Mr. C. R. Hall's treatment of divergent strabismus appears to have been more successful. "In two instances only," says he, " (out. of 13) has division of the rectus externus failed to remedy divergent strabismus. But in 6 of the 11 successful cases, the cornea has only by degrees attained its proper situation."
Mr. Elliott, of Carlisle, has applied his plan of dividing the corresponding recti muscles of both eyes to two cases of divergent strabismus with success.
The first case was that of a fine girl, aged thirteen, whose left eye on her looking at any object placed before her was straight, while a portion of the cornea of the right eye was concealed within the outer canthus.
Mr. Elliott divided the tendon of the right abductor, and on the girls then looking straight forward with the left, a small portion of the albuginea of the right eye was seen external to the cornea, which was still far from occupying the axis of the orbit, the eversion continuing confined to the right eye ; the left abductor was then divided and the cure was at once perfect. An equally happy result followed the adoption of this operation on a gentleman whose left eye had been thirty years divergent. In both cases the abductors were found small and weak; in both the division of the abductor of the everted eye failed in entirely removing its deformity, and in both the division of the abductor of the sound eye effected the instant and complete straightness of both globes. The power of abduction of each eye was, to all appearance, perfect and natural after the operation. Mr. Elliott has also found that the power of inverting the eye, though in different degrees, indisputably exists, after the division of its internal rectus, in every case on which he has operated, and in which, nevertheless, the strabismus was quite removed. This, it will be seen, does not 
